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event of the year
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CELEBRATE ARMSTRONG
PHOTO STORY BY Samantha Farrington and Rebecca Munday

Many student organizations, university departments and community vendors set up tables at Celebrate Together
on the Armstrong campus from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 21. Many of the tables offered games or activities for
attendees to participants to play or handed out free merchandise The event also featured a mechanical bull, archery
tag, a dunk tank, free Celebrate 2021 t-shirts for students and alumni, a dance team performance, a live DJ, and a
rock wall.
Celebrate together consisted of over 70 booths. View the gallery below to check out all the pictures The GeorgeAnne Inkwell took of the event. Also, see the list of university departments, student organizations, and community
vendors who attended.

“It’s so good to be out here with everyone and
hopefully the students will enjoy it and get the
whole purpose of why we are here especially
because we’ve had so much disruption it’s so
nice to just sort of feel normal”
-Dr. Joanne Chopak-Foss Associate Professor &
MPH Program Director
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“I think it’s fantastic,
I love it, everyone’s
having a good
time. Hopefully, it’s
bringing a sense
of belonging and
community in.”
-Dr. Gemma Skuraton,
Health Promotion
Coordinator

“We just wanted to
experience the Armstrong
campus. We have a lot of coworkers who work here but
we never get to see them,
never get to hang out with
them, so it’s just a way to be
inclusive and come visit our
sister campus.“
-Olivia Purdue, Statesboro Staff
Member
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“I’m a Georgia Southern
Alum but I was based on
the Statesboro campus.
However I have lived in
Savannah all of my life
so I’ve definitely been on
the Armstrong campus
and my mom got her
Master’s from Armstrong
that would hold a special
place in my heart and I’m
just excited to be here
for this particular event
and I’m glad that they
brought it back”
-Madison Holmes
Coordinator of Employer
Relations
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“It looks really fun, the tents and everything
looks really attractive. There’s a lot of free
food, a lot of free stuff, and free games. I
was kind of annoyed going to class today
because I had a test then I walked out here,
just a lot of stress relief and good times.”
-Holly Rumble, Senior

“This was a long-standing
Armstrong tradition so I’m glad to
have this back on this campus. I
think it helps bring things back
in a little way that will hopefully
breath some life back into this
campus.”
-Dr. Robert Terry, Associate
Professor Department of Writing and
Linguistics
“The Armstrong campus lost a lot through
consolidation and it’s time to bring back those
Armstrong traditions and help the people of Savannah
feel more connected to the Armstrong campus again
so I’m glad they’ve had this event today.”
-Russell Willerton, Professor Department of Writing and
Linguistics
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Celebrate Together

surpassed
expectations
Event symbolized progress, unity and commitment
from Georgia Southern

BY DUNCAN SLIGH
Inkwell Editor-In-Chief

Celebrate Together took over
much of the Armstrong Campus on
Thursday, Oct. 21, and students were
treated to a massive number of booths
representing a variety of organizations
within Georgia Southern and the
Savannah community.
With the seemingly endless
pandemic dragging on through
2021, and after many false-alarms
that might have signified an end to
COVID-19, an event like this was not
only welcome, it was crucial.
Dr. Kyle Marrero has been candid
in the past about how keeping morale
high is vital to creating a climate
of positivity throughout Georgia
Southern’s campuses.
“It’s challenging for everybody, so
I’m incredibly sympathetic for that
and how hard it is. Particularly, our
faculty and staff and students have
all had to adapt and adjust,” said Dr.
Marrero in an interview from Oct. 11,
2021.
From
my
perspective,
this
sympathy was on full display at
Celebrate Together. The event was
fun, it was big and so many different
people participated.
Observing the event from my
relatively low-traffic area at the Office
of Student Media’s booth, I interacted
with more students, from a wide
variety of backgrounds, than I have at
any single Armstrong event since Fall

of 2020. I had the opportunity to put
many names to faces that I had seen
around campus, students, faculty and
staff alike.
Sure, the weather was great,
students were happy to be outside
anyway, but the event itself was
a spectacle filled with positive
interactions between all members of
the Armstrong campus. In fact, the
campus felt like a cohesive unit. Like
a community.
There was a lot of time invested
into making this event happen.
Attentive members of the Armstrong
community may have noticed
organizers and other workers setting
up throughout the week prior to
the event, not just on the day of.
Students and faculty from the
Campus Recreation and Intramurals
department spent real hours, on a
Thursday, in the heat, setting up
dozens of tents.
So many different departments, not
just from Armstrong, came together
to make sure that this event would
be as successful as possible, and it
was. In the age of social division,
the organizers of this event created
something that was greater than the
sum of its parts.
I wrote earlier this month about how
President Marrero views Armstrong’s
identity, and how it relates to the
bigger picture of Georgia Southern
post-consolidation. He mentioned
that effectively communicating the
value that Georgia Southern adds

to the Armstrong community is
important, but he also emphasized
the importance of highlighting
what makes the Armstrong campus
unique, pointing to its classic liberal
arts college feel, supported by a tightknit culture on campus.
This event accomplished both of
those goals in a variety of ways, and
also served as a symbol of the progress
that we have made as a school and as
a campus since the pandemic began.
From the same interview as before:
“In spite of it all, we are able to
get through this time, to continue
delivering education, to continue to
move forward… You know, every
day you’re faced with new challenges
and what’s in front of you, but I want
everyone to remember why we’re
here.”
Consider me reminded.
One of the primary reasons I came
to Armstrong was because I was tired
of school being fed to me virtually. I
wanted to feel like a college student
again.
During “Celebrate Together,” I did.
One final aspect of Celebrate must
be mentioned:
Dr. Marrero, President of our
University, whose office was an hour
away from Savannah, who already
had a packed schedule (trust me on
that one) and who had a campus with
more than 20,000 students waiting for
him in Statesboro, went in the dunk
tank. And he got dunked. And he still
found the time to briefly converse at

our media group’s table, smiling as
he often does.
My suggestion for the event
moving forward? Keep doing it,
as often as possible and as big as
possible. Consider it as a community
investment, one that will pay off
soon, often and for a long time.
For more content regarding Georgia
Southern’s “Celebrate Armstrong”
Event, check out Inkwell Archives
at www.thegeorgeanne.com for our
photo story, quotes from the event
and more.

You know, every day you’re
faced with new challenges
and what’s in front of you, but
I want everyone to remember
why we’re here.”
KYLE MARRERO
GS PRESIDENT

THE GEORGE-ANNE INKWELL EDITION

10

10-28-21

GS MEDICAL DIRECTOR, DR. BRIAN DELOACH, ANSWERS
STUDENTS’ COVID-19 VACCINE QUESTIONS
BOOSTER SHOTS, VACCINE APPROVAL AND IMMUNOCOMPROMISED INDIVIDUALS
BY SAMANTHA FARRINGTON
Inkwell staff

Q

: How would different vaccines interact
with different bodies, specifically those
that are immunocompromised?
Fifth Year Senior, English

A

: With regard to vaccines in
immunocompromised persons, there
are two primary things to consider. First,
persons with certain immunocompromising
conditions have been observed to have less
of an immune response to vaccines than
a person with a fully competent immune
system. Because the purpose of a vaccine is
to stimulate the immune system to respond
when it detects the virus, if a person has
a lower response to the vaccine then they
may have a lower level of protection from
the vaccine. This is why an additional
dose of the Moderna and Pfizer vaccines
has been recommended for persons with
certain immunocompromising conditions.
The second thing to consider with regard
to immunocompromised individuals is
that in general they should not receive live
vaccines, because severe complications
have followed vaccination with certain
live, attenuated viral and live, attenuated
bacterial vaccines among persons with
altered immunocompetence. It is important
to note that the COVID-19 vaccines are
not “live” vaccines. Persons who are
immunocompromised should discuss their
vaccine options with their physician.

Q

: Personally, I want to know about
dates like when did the vaccine get
approved?
Junior, Biology

A

: FDA granted an Emergency Use
Authorization (EUA) for the Pfizer
mRNA vaccine on December 11, 2020,
for individuals 16 years of age and older,
and the authorization was expanded to
include those 12 through 15 years of age
on May 10, 2021. Then, on August 23, 2021
FDA granted full approval to the Pfizer
COVID-19 two-dose vaccine for persons
age 16 and up, and the EUA for ages 12-15
remains in effect. FDA granted an EUA for
the Moderna mRNA vaccine on December
18, 2020 for individuals 18 years of age
and older, and that EUA is still in effect.
Then, on February 27, 2021 FDA granted
an EUA for the Janssen/Johnson & Johnson
COVID19 vaccine for individuals age 18
years and older, and that EUA is still in
effect.

Q

: How effective is it [the vaccine] and
which one do you recommend?
Freshman, Engineering

A

: The short answer is that the
COVID-19 vaccines currently in use
in the United States are safe and highly
effective at preventing severe illness,
hospitalizations, and death due to
COVID-19. For more in-depth information
about efficacy of the vaccines, the CDC page
at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/vaccines/effectiveness/work.html
is a good resource. Also, Yale Medicine
provides an excellent review of each
vaccine, including published efficacy data,
at https://www.yalemedicine.org/news/
covid-19-vaccine-comparison.

Q

: I heard that there is a third booster
shot coming out, so I just want to know

how important that is and when we’ll be
able to get it.
Junior, History

A

: Currently Pfizer is the only COVID19
vaccine approved for a “booster”
dose. On September 22, 2021 the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration amended the
emergency use authorization (EUA) for the
Pfizer COVID-19 Vaccine to allow for use
of a single booster dose, to be administered
at least six months after completion of the
primary series in:
-individuals 65 years of age and older;
-individuals 18 through 64 years of age at
high risk of severe COVID-19; and
-individuals 18 through 64 years of
age whose frequent institutional or
occupational exposure to SARS-CoV-2 puts
them at high risk of serious complications
of COVID-19 including severe COVID-19.
As of right now, this authorization applies
only to the Pfizer COVID-19 Vaccine. We
expect more guidance regarding booster
doses with the other authorized vaccines at
a later date.
Also, an “additional” (or “3rd”) dose
of Pfizer or Moderna is approved
for persons who have a qualifying
immunocompromising condition. This
dose is not considered a “booster.” For
these individuals, the recommendation is
that they get the additional dose when at
least 28 days have passed since their second
dose. This additional dose should be with
the same vaccine as their first and second
doses.

10-28-21

THE GEORGE-ANNE INKWELL EDITION

11

12

THE GEORGE-ANNE INKWELL EDITION
Ache
Albums
Also
Amid
Ants
Apes
Arise
Aside
Assure
Blasted
Bred
Buys
Cash
Chat
Check
Computers
Condom
Crash
Cures
Dads
Dairy
Dated
Dealer
Defines
Dismay
Drag
Drink
Edgy

Endorse
Evade
Ever
Facade
Fern
Flee
Fray
Garb
Gene
Glued
Grasp
Halo
Hazy
Heal
Herd
Heroic
Hire
Hood
Hooks
Hues
Hymn
Iced
Icon
Ills
Imported
Kinda
Kits
Lambs

Lately
Lemon
Lied
Lined
Loaf
Lose
Lure
Mats
Meet
Memo
Mold
Mole
Mugs
Nerve
Notwithstanding
Okay
Onto
Owing
Owns
Pencil
Pens
Race
Rapid
Rays
Recover
Reds
Revolutionary
Rich

Rips
Rude
Seal
Shoe
Size
Sodium
Softly
Songs
Stew
Stout
Term
Tier
Trees
Trim
True
Unit
Unused
Upon
Vary
Vessels
Warfare
Tiny
Tray
Uniforms
Unused
User
Uses

10-28-21

